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TUTORIAL: Installing an iPad App 

 

Installing an app on an iPad first requires a valid Apple 

ID. An Apple ID is simply a username and password 

necessary to make any purchases from iTunes or the 

App Store. If you wish to purchase paid apps, then you 

must have a credit card or other payment method 

associated with the Apple ID.  

 

For directions on creating an Apple ID with a credit card 

or other payment method, follow this link: 

http://support.apple.com/kb/ht2731.  

 

If you only wish to download free apps, then you may 

create an Apple ID without an associated payment 

method. To do so follow the instructions at this link: 

http://support.apple.com/kb/HT2534?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US. Note, however, that a 

credit card or other payment method must be supplied when creating an Apple ID unless you 

explicitly follow the instructions in the second link. Once you have created an Apple ID, you can 

install apps from the App Store. 

 

To install an app, the first step is to open the App Store app on your iPad. Tap 

on this icon to open the App Store. 

 

The app store presents multiple options for discovering apps. Along the bottom of the iPad screen 

you will see buttons to take you to different parts of the App Store. You can browse and discover 

apps by looking at the featured section, charts of the top selling apps (which can be sorted by 

category), and the Genius button, which 

suggests apps based on those you already 

have installed. 

 

You may also search for a desired app by name or keyword using 

the search bar in the top right of the iPad screen.  

After finding a desired app, tap on the app’s icon to bring up an 

information screen. From the information screen you can view 

details and ratings of the app. This screen is also where you download the app. 

 

http://support.apple.com/kb/ht2731
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT2534?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US
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To download and install a chosen app, simply tap the small button beside the app indicating the 

price (either a dollar amount or the word “Free”).  

 

For free apps, the button will change from the word free to say 

“Install App.”  

 

For paid apps, the button will change from displaying the price to 

displaying “Buy App.”  

 

If you wish to continue the transaction, then touch the“Install App” or 

“Buy App” button. At this point, the App Store will ask for your Apple ID 

and password or just your password if you’re already 

signed in.  

 

 

Input your Apple ID or Apple ID password and you will 

see the app begin to download on your home screen. 

Once the app is downloaded and installed, a smaller 

“New” banner will appear on the right corner of the 

app icon. Simply tap on the new icon to launch the app! 
 


